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JUJUY 2020 
From December 5th to December13th  

 
 
 

 
 
We will travel to the point of greatest diversity in our country, where the Andes generate 

very different natural environments. We will start in 
the Santa Bárbara’s Sierras in the East, birding in the 
different jungle floors and the Chaco forest. At the 
Ecoportal de Piedra we will be in the foothills and 
yungas forest. In Yala we will enter the alder forests. 
Then we will go up to the high Andean stages, and 
from there to the puna at 4200 meters and to Andean 
lagoons. The entire circuit gathers about 600 species 
of birds!  
 
 

 
PRICE PER PERSON: U$D 1590.- 
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The price of the trip includes:  
- Guide: Horacio Matarasso 
- All transport during the trip with private vehicle. 
- Accomodation with double room (ask for single option)  
- All meals: Breakfast, lunch and dinner. Snacks. 
- Beverages without alcohol. Water without limit. 
- Checklist printed specially for the trip.  
- Payment of income to areas that require it. 

Doesn’t include: 
- Trip to Jujuy 
- Alcoholic beverages 
- Medic insurance  
- Tips 
 

The payment schedule is: Deposit of 30 % 
Rest of the payment before starting the trip. 
 
 

INSCRIPTION 
Once you are sure, you can register doing click --> HERE <-- 

 
 

IMPORTANT NOTE ABOUT THE HEIGHT 
We are heading to a high Andean site. Although the ascent will be gradual and in several 
days, we will sleep at more than 3500m in Yavi, and we will arrive in the birding up to 

4200 meters (above sea level). This height could be complex for people with heart 
problems, we suggest everyone to consult their family doctor beforehand. 

 
If you want to see pictures from previous trips you can find them here: 

http://www.facebook.com/buenosdiasbirding 
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfXBKuRM3kHNy9mYjIF6e5FSfoYXnZDp8feGq83uW_YlHsNkw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScxxtUepThx7FfzaM8dRI5KOJOlgUj1Oh2_4kWjWwNqoT9xfw/viewform
http://www.facebook.com/buenosdiasbirding
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SCHEDULE 
 
Day 0: Friday, December 4th 
The trip formally begins the following day, Monday 30th, with those who arrive on the 
early morning flights, but most of us will be arriving during the weekend, concentrating 
on Sunday afternoon to spend the night in Jujuy so there’s no delays in departure. We 
will propose an accommodation so that we can all be there. Optional dinner and night in 
Jujuy.

 
 
Day 1: Saturday, December 5th  
From Jujuy we will go birding towards El Fuerte, on the way to Ecoportal de Piedra. 
Ecoportal is located on this mountain system known as Santa Bárbara, with differences 
from the Andes mountain range, and basically covered by yungas, humid forests and 
rural areas. In this tour we can start with the most 
characteristic species of the northwest, such as 
boreal bandurria, red-faced calancate, collared swift, 
kite hummingbird, birro, white-backed woodpecker, 
river widow, yerutí yungueña, etc. 
And as a special chapter we will look for the elusive 
seven-dress serrano (Poospiza whitii), in one of the 
few places where it is usually found. 
Upon arrival at Ecoportal we will settle into their 
cabins. 
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In the surroundings there are opportunities to continue adding species to the list, such as 
the collared seiner, the talking parrot, the sleeper, the reddish-fronted thornbird, the tufted 
burlisto, the surucuá aurora and the white-bellied hummingbird, among others. 
Like every afternoon, prior to dinner we will have the daily meeting time to complete the 
checklist and review the species. Night at Ecoportal. 
 
Day 2: Sunday, December 6th   
From Ecoportal we will go eastwards, reaching one of the least known regions of the 
NOA: the dry chaco of Jujuy. The contrast of these xerophilous forests is very striking, 
in flat and dry lands, a few kilometers from the exuberant jungle. 
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In this area, the conservation status 
of the chaco is very good, and it 
allows to find both typical species 
and other more difficult ones, with 
possibilities for fluted bat, 
hornerito copetón, chuña with 
black legs, brown spiguero, 
corbatita overo, cardón 
woodpecker, charata , and many 
more. For those interested in 
natural landscapes and plants, the 
Chaco Jujuy offers a unique set 
with perfect and representative 
settings of this natural 
environment. 

At night we will go out in search of owls and road cutters. Night at Ecoportal. 
 
Day 3: Monday, December 7th 

This day we will dedicate it to birding in Yungas and humid forests of Pedemonta. It is 
incredible how the wind coming from the east, literally collides with the mountains, in 
this first cordon of the Santa Bárbara mountain ranges, and intensively discharges the 
water that allows the Amazon jungle to generate this wedge on the Andean slopes. The 
state of conservation of the area allows to find a very good assemblage of species with 
opportunities for black harrier, burgo, great hummingbird, maitaca parrot, White-naped 
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pigeon, giant bat, cinnamon pijuí, giant nuthatch, reddish-headed chululu, large crowned 
spider, choker louse, chororó, olive woodpecker, etc. 
Night at Ecoportal 
 
Day 4: Tuesday, December 8th  
In the morning we will focus on the species and sites that allow us to add species to the 
list, according to the previous days. 
 

 
After lunch we will move to Yala, a key provincial reserve to understand the passage 
from the yungas to the alder forests and above these the Andean grasslands, as part of the 
upward gradient in the subtropical Andes. 
In this transition you can see species such as chestnut-headed seiner, golden piquito, king 
of the forest, alisera turkey, etc. 
There are chances for large raptors in the jungle. Night in the surroundings of Yala. 
 
Day 5: Wednesday, December 9th  
In the morning we will cross Yala Park towards its high altitude lagoons where you can 
see species such as Andean tero and Puno crow, and where it is not uncommon to see the 
Andean condor fly over. 
But in that particular context, the stars of the day will be the water blackbird and the duck 
of the torrents, where there are very good opportunities for both. 
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After lunch we will continue the ascent to the Quebrada de Humahuaca, where we can 
make stops during the tour, arriving in Purmamarca in time for a tour in search of local 
birds such as cinnamon coludito, chestnut calandria, Andean hummingbird, etc. Night in 
Purmamarca. 
 
Day 6: Thursday, December 10th 
From Purmamarca we will do one of the most fabulous routes in the NOA that enters the 
Puna itself, with an ascent to 4200 meters, also visiting Salinas Grandes and 
Rinconadillas.
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Depending on whether it has rained or not the previous days there are various 

opportunities in these plains at more than 3000 
meters high, where you can find suri, guayata, 
negrillo, Puno goldfinch, Andean woodpecker 
(photo), and al chico, Puno eatbo, canastero 
Andean, small mountain catita, naked eye dove, 
harrier (high Andean morpho) and serrano 
inambú. 
The road also has exceptional scenic beauty and 
some small towns stopped in time, we will visit 
one of them: Rinconadillas, which is outside the 
general tourist circuits and where you can still 
see how the inhabitants of the puna live. 
We will return to spend the night in 
Purmamarca 

 
Day 7: Friday, December 11th  
In the morning we will continue the ascent through the Humahuaca ravine, passing 
through Maimara, Tilcara, Humahuaca, Abra Pampa and many small Andean towns, until 
we reach La Quiaca, border with Bolivia. 
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We will do birding on the route in search of typical species such as black-headed ebola, 
golden dove, black eagle and others. 
For the evening we will look for birds in Yavi, such as gray-crowned goldfinch, Andean 
black-headed, chestnut swirl and white swift, among others. 
Night in Yavi, 10 km from La Quiaca, and 3500 meters high. 
 
Day 8: Saturday, December 12th 
From Yavi it will be our day to the Natural Monument of Laguna Pozuelos and 
surroundings. The road between the high Andean ravines will be one of the highlights of 
the trip. Also depending on the rains in previous days, these incredible high Andean 
lagoons are the habitat of the great parina and small parina, Andean avocet, Puno plover, 
horned gallareta, Puno duck and other species that never descend from those heights.  
 

 
We will return to sleep in Yavi, where we will have our farewell dinner. 
 
Day 9: Sunday, December 13th 
From La Quiaca we will begin the descent towards Jujuy, from 3500 m to 1200 meters. 
The road will be gradual and enjoying the scenery, with opportunities to stop along the 
way, but taking care of the flights and bus departures that the participants have that 
afternoon (all departures must be from the afternoon). We will arrive at both the bus 
terminal and the airport, where the farewell and end of the trip will be.  
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ADITIONAL INFORMATION 
 
Getting ready for the trip 
What should we bring?

• Binoculars 
• Notebook for notes. 
• Good repellent for insects. 
• Trekking shoes. 
• Small backpack for walks. 
• Something for the rain (plastic poncho or rain coat). 
• Cotton pants, shorts, long-sleeved shirts. 
• Personal hygiene items, medicines, sunscreen, hat, glasses 
 
 
About Jujuy 

In the extreme northwest of 
Argentina, bordering Bolivia and 
Chile, Jujuy is the only Argentine 
province named after birds 
(“Jujuy” derives from kakuy or 
urutaú). 
Populated from Peru around the 
same time that Buenos Aires was 
founded, it has a rich history of 
original peoples and colonization, 
although it has existed as a 
province since 1836. 

Crossed by the Tropic of Capricorn, it presents a great diversity of climates and landscapes, 
with the dry Chaco to the east, and ascending through the humid Andean floors where the 
Amazonian cloud forest enters. It has diverse communities according to the height above 
sea level, including the foothills, the yungas, the alder forests and the remarkable Polylepis 
forests that beat records for growing to the highest heights on our planet. Above these 
forests, if we continue ascending, the high Andean steppes are located. 
One of the most outstanding reliefs is the puna: a high Andean plain at more than 3000 
meters high. Surrounded by even higher mountains, it has lagoons and salt flats, and flora 
and fauna specialized in these environments 
 
More information doing click here. 
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